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John F. Barry

Retires From Agency

DeputyDirector For 20 Years

Related story, Page 3

John F. Barry, deputy director of the
South Carolina Aeronautics Commission
for the past 20 years, has retired from his
job effective July 1.

Jack, as he is known to thousands of
fellow aviators, has formally ended a
career that spanned 39 vyears, but he isn’t
likely to go home and take to his easy
chair.

“I’ll be looking for something that is
challenging and a lot of fun,” he said.

Jack learned to fly in 1940 in the
Civilian Pilot Training Program when he
was a student at Wofford College and
worked part time while in college as a
flight instructor.

During the war, he was an aircraft
commander on North African, Middle
East ATC routes and New York, New
England area in C-47 and C-46 aircraft.

After the war, he was band director
and teacher at Union High School and
then assistant principal and band director.
Prior to joining the Aeronautics Commis-
sion, he was band director at Eau Claire
High School and Heyward Gibbes Junior
High School in Columbia.

Jack joined the commission in 1957 as
flight inspector in charge of aircraft

registration, accident investigation and
pilot registration.

In 1958, he was named director of
aviation education for the commission, a
position in which he was able to
effectively combine his knowledge of
aviation and education. His duties includ-
ed talks to civic clubs and public schools,
conducting pilot clinics throughout the
state, conducting an annual workshop for
public school teachers and writing the
monthly Aviation Newsletter.

In 1959, he was named assistant to the
director, a title which was changed to
deputy director in 1972.

Jack holds an Airline Transport Rating
and a commercial helicopter rating. He
holds instructor ratings for airplane,
rotocraft, instrument and advanced
ground school. He has amassed over
8,000 hours during his flying career,
including 4,505 in multi-engine aircraft.
He has been an instructor on AOPA flight
training programs since 1962 and received
a meritorious award from AOPA in 1965.

He is a former battalion commander,
151st  Signal Battalion, S.C. National
Guard and is currently a member of the
Fighting 246th Army Band, SCARNG.

JACK BARRY
Retiree
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